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THIS IS GOD’S STYLE

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT - MARCH 23, 2025

We are at the heart of our Lenten journey, and today the Gospel begins by presenting Jesus who
comments on some news of the day. While people still remember the 18 who died when a tower
collapsed on them, they tell him about some Galileans whom Pilate had killed (cf. Lk 13:1). And there
is a question that seems to accompany these tragic affairs: who is to blame for these terrible events?
Perhaps those people were guiltier than others and God punished them? These are questions that
also come up today. When crime news weighs on us and we feel powerless before evil, we often ask
ourselves: is it perhaps a punishment from God? Did he bring about a war or a pandemic to punish
us for our sins? And why does the Lord not intervene?

We must be careful: when evil oppresses us, we run the risk of losing our clarity and, in order to find
an easy answer to what we are unable to explain, we end up putting the blame on God. And very
often the bad habit of using profanities comes from this. How often do we attribute to him our woes
and misfortunes in the world, to he who instead leaves us always free and hence never intervenes by
imposing himself, but only by proposing himself; He who never uses violence and indeed suffers for
us and with us! In fact, Jesus rejects and strongly contests the idea of blaming God for our evils:
those persons who were killed by Pilate and those who died beneath the tower were not any more at
fault than others, and they were not victims of a ruthless and vindictive God, which does not exist!
Evil can never come from God because “He does not deal with us according to our sins” (Ps 103:10),
but according to his mercy. This is God’s style. He cannot treat us otherwise. He always treats us
with mercy.

But rather than blaming God, Jesus says we need to look within ourselves: it is sin that produces
death; it is our selfishness that tears apart relationships; it is our wrong and violent choices that
unleash evil. At this point the Lord offers the true solution. What is it? Conversion: He says, “unless
you repent you will all likewise perish” (Lk 13:5). It is an urgent call, especially during this time of
Lent. Let us welcome it with an open heart. Let us convert from evil, let us renounce the sin that
seduces us, let us be open to the logic of the Gospel because where love and fraternity reign, evil no
longer has power!

But Jesus knows that conversion is not easy, and he wants to help us here. He knows that we often
repeat the same mistakes and the same sins; that we become discouraged, and perhaps it may seem
that our commitment to do good is useless in a world where evil appears to rule. Thus, after his
appeal, he encourages us with a parable that tells of the patience of God. We must keep in mind
God’s patience, the patience he has for us. He offers the comforting image of a fig tree that does not
bear fruit during the accorded season, but is not cut down. More time is given to it, another
possibility. I like to think that a nice nhame for God could be “the God of another possibility”: God
always gives us another opportunity, always, always. That is what his mercy is like. This is how the
Lord is with us. He does not cut us out of his love. He does not lose heart or tire of offering us his
trust again, with tenderness. Brothers and sisters, God believes in us! God trusts us and accompanies
us with patience, the patience of God with us. He does not become discouraged, but always instils
his hope in us. God is Father and looks after you like a father. As the best of fathers, he does not
look at the achievements you have not yet reached, but the fruits you can still bear. He does not
keep track of your shortcomings but encourages your potential. He does not dwell on your past, but
confidently bets on your future. This is because God is close to us, he is close to us. Let us not forget
that the style of God is closeness. He is close with mercy and tenderness. In this way, God
accompanies us: with closeness, mercy, and tenderness.

Thus, let us ask the Blessed Virgin Mary to fill us with hope and courage, and kindle in us the desire

for conversion.
POPE FRANCIS — March 20, 2022



WE CONTINUE TO PRAY WITH THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH, for the well-being of Pope Francis!

No habra celebracion de Misas DURANTE
LA SEMANA (12pm) desde el miércoles 26
de marzo hasta el jueves 3 de abril inclusive.
Tampoco habra confesiones a las 11:30am.
Reiniciara el viernes 4 de abril.

Mass & Sacrament of Reconciliation on
Weekdays: From Wednesday March 26" to
Thursday April 3" there will be not Daily Mass
(11am) and Reconciliation (11.30am). The regular
schedule will be back on Friday, April 4",

DEACONS MOICES CABALLERO AND JOONBIN LIM have been called to
Priestly Ordination. As is the tradition in the Diocese of Hamilton, the Ordinations will take
place on the first Saturday of May, this year, May 3rd, at the Cathedral Basilica of Christ the
King. We are grateful to the two Deacons for their desire to serve with us in the Diocese of
Hamilton. May God, who has begun this good work in them, bring it to fulfillment!

TRANSPORTE PARA LA ORDENACION SACERDOTAL - REV. MOICES CABALLERO
Fecha y hora de salida: Sabado 3 de mayo de 2025, 9am

Punto de encuentro: Estacionamiento de la Parroquia, 85 Strange Street, Kitchener

Colaboracion por la renta del autobus: $20 doélares

Lugar y hora de la ordenacién: 700 King St W, Hamilton, 11am

Reservar un lugar a través de nuestra pagina web: www.parroquiaguadalupe.ca

SOUP SOCIAL: St. John's Catholic Women's League invites you to a Soup Social taking
place after the 5pm Mass on Saturday, March 29" and after the 9am Mass on Sunday,
March 30™ in the parish hall. For a freewill offering, come and enjoy a bowl of delicious

homemade soup. Proceeds will go to support Development and Peace.

ENGLISH SCHEDULE

Third Sunday of Lent
Saturday, March 22, 2025 5:00 PM

Sunday, March 23, 2025 9:00 AM
For All Parishioners Living & Deceased

Tuesday, March 25, 2025 11:00 AM
The Annunciation of the Lord

Wednesday, March 26, 2025 NO MASS
Thursday, March 27, 2025 NO MASS
Friday, March 28, 2025 NO MASS

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Saturday, March 29, 2025 5:00 PM
Sunday, March 30, 2025 9:00 AM

For All Parishioners Living & Deceased

HORARIOS EN ESPANOL

lll Domingo de Cuaresma

Sabado 22 de marzo, 2025 7:00 PM
+Jose Luis Vasquez +Cynthia Gémez

Domingo 23 de marzo, 2025 11:00 AM & 1:00 PM
Por la Comunidad Parroquial

Martes 25 de marzo, 2025 12:00 PM
La Anunciacién del Senor

Miercoles 26 de marzo, 2025 NO HAY MISA
Jueves 27 de marzo, 2025 NO HAY MISA
Viernes 28 de marzo, 2025 NO HAY MISA

IV Domingo de Cuaresma
Sabado 29 de marzo, 2025 7:00 PM

Domingo 30 de marzo, 2025 11:00 AM & 1:00 PM
Por la Comunidad Parroquial

JOURNEYING THROUGH LENT continues with the video presentation for the Third
Sunday of Lent. It is available on the CCCB website, or can be easily accessed here.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS will be
at 10:30 a.m. in English and 11:30 a.m.
in Spanish each Friday during Lent.

EL VIACRUCIS se rezara los viernes de
Cuaresma a las 11:30 am en Espafiol y a las
10:30 a.m. en inglés.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=skb_IY7IMiE

