
life is a journey towards eternity  
 nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - august 10, 2025 

In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus calls his disciples to be continually vigilant. Why? In order to understand 
God’s transition in one’s life because God continually passes through life. And he indicates the manners in 
which to live this vigilance properly: “Let your loins be girded and your lamps burning”. This is the way. First 
and foremost, “the loins girded”, an image that evokes the attitude of the pilgrim, ready to set out on a 
journey. It is a case of not putting down roots in comfortable and reassuring dwellings but rather to 
surrender oneself, to be open with simplicity and trust to God’s passage in our lives, to the will of God who 
guides us towards the next destination. The Lord always walks with us and often he takes us by the hand, to 
guide us so that we do not err on this journey that is so difficult. Indeed, those who trust in God know well 
that the life of faith is not something static, but rather dynamic! The life of faith is a continuous journey 
towards ever new phases that the Lord himself points out to us day by day. Because he is the Lord of 
surprises, the Lord of novelty, indeed of true newness. 

And then — the first manner was “the loins girded” — next there is the request to keep the “lamps burning” 
in order to be able to light up the darkness of the night. Thus, we are invited to live an authentic and mature 
faith capable of illuminating the many “nights” of our lives. We know, we have all had some days which were 
real spiritual nights. The lamp of faith requires being continuously nourished by the heart-to-heart encounter 
with Jesus in prayer and in listening to his Word. I return to something I have said to you many times: 
always carry a small Gospel in your pocket, in your bag, to read. It is an encounter with Jesus, with Jesus ’ 
Word. This lamp of encounter with Jesus in prayer and in his Word is entrusted to us for the good of all: thus 
nobody can pull back in an intimist way in the certainty of one’s salvation, not interested in others. It is a 
fantasy to believe that one can illuminate oneself within, on one’s own. No, it is a fantasy. Real faith opens 
the heart to our neighbour and urges us towards concrete communion with our brothers, especially with 
those in need. 

To help us understand this attitude, Jesus recounts the parable of the servants who await the return of their 
master from the marriage feast, thus presenting another aspect of vigilance: being ready for the last and 
definitive encounter with the Lord. Each of us will encounter, will find him/herself in that day of encounter. 
Each of us has their own date for the definitive encounter. The Lord says: “Blessed are those servants whom 
the master finds awake when he comes; If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them so, 
blessed are those servants!”. With these words the Lord reminds us that life is a journey towards eternity; 
therefore, we are called to employ all the talents that we have, without ever forgetting that “here we have no 
lasting city, but we seek the city which is to come”. In this perspective, every instant becomes precious, and 
thus we must live and act on this earth, while longing for Heaven: our feet on the ground, walking on the 
ground, working on the ground, doing good on the ground and the heart longing for Heaven. 

We cannot truly understand in what this supreme joy consists. However, Jesus lets us sense it with the 
analogy of the master who, finding his servants still awake on his return: “will gird himself and have them sit 
at table, and he will come and serve them”. The eternal joy in heaven is manifested this way: the situation 
will be reversed and it will no longer be the servants, that is, we who will serve God, but God himself will 
place himself at our service. And Jesus does this as of now: Jesus prays for us, Jesus looks at us and prays to 
the Father for us. Jesus serves us now. He is our servant. And this will be the definitive joy. The thought of 
the final encounter with the Father, abundant in mercy, fills us with hope and stirs us to constant 
commitment, for our sanctification and for the building of a more just and fraternal world. 

May the Virgin Mary support this commitment of ours through her maternal intercession.  

POPE FRANCIS — August 11, 2019 
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ENGLISH MASS SCHEDULE  
            

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Saturday, August 9          5:00 PM  
  
 

Sunday, August 10      9:00 AM  
 For All Parishioners Living & Deceased 

 

Tuesday, August 12     11:00 AM  
  
Wednesday, August 13   11:00 AM  
  +Ron & Pauline Craig 
 

Thursday, August 14    11:00 AM  
Saint Maximilian Kolbe 
 

Friday, August 15    11:00 AM  
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Saturday, August 16          5:00 PM  
 
   
Sunday, August 17      9:00 AM  
 For All Parishioners Living & Deceased 

MISAS EN ESPAÑOL 
     

Sabado 9 de Agosto        7:00 PM  
  +Teresa Morales Castro +Pedro Antonio Molina 
 
 

Domingo 10 de Agosto  11:00 AM & 1:00 PM 
 Por la Comunidad Parroquial  
 
 

Martes 12 de Agosto      12:00 PM  
 

Miercoles 13 de Agosto     12:00 PM 
  

Jueves 14 de Agosto      12:00 PM 
San Maximiliano María Kolbe 
 

Viernes 15 de Agosto     12:00 PM 
Asunción de la Santísima Virgen María 

Sabado 16 de Agosto       7:00 PM  
 +Walter Sidler 
 
Domingo 17 de Agosto  11:00 AM & 1:00 PM 
 Por la Comunidad Parroquial  

UPCOMING MISSION APPEAL -  Saturday 16 and Sunday 17, 2025 

The Archdiocese of Mwanza is located in the northwestern region of Tanzania, one of the vibrant nations 
of East Africa. We are blessed to border Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Mozambique, Malawi, Zam-
bia, and the Democratic Republic of Congo. Tanzania is also home to Mount Kilimanjaro - Africa’s tallest 
peak and the second-highest mountain in the world. 

Through this Mission Appeal, we humbly seek your support for three critical initiatives that are vital to the 
life and growth of our Church and our people: Priestly Formation, Education for Girls, and a Clean Drinking 
Water Project. 

We invite all faithful and people of goodwill to partner with us in one or more of these vital projects. These 
efforts are not just ours - they are the mission of the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church, lived out 
through the Archdiocese of Mwanza. 

Pope Leo to young people 

“Thank you, Jesus, for calling me. My desire is to 

remain as one of your friends, so that, 

embracing you, I may also be a companion on 

the journey for anyone I meet. Grant, O Lord, 

that those who meet me may encounter you, 

even through my limitations and frailties.” 

Through praying these words, our dialogue will 

continue each time we look at the crucified Lord, 

for our hearts will be united in him. Each time we 

adore Christ in the Eucharist, our hearts will be 

united in him. Finally, my prayer for you is that 

you may persevere in faith, with joy and 

courage! And we can say, “Thank you Jesus for 

loving us.” Stay with us Lord.  

Jubilee Vigil, Saturday August 2, 2025 

Diálogo del Papa con los jóvenes  

“Gracias, Jesús, por llamarme. Mi deseo es seguir 
siendo uno de tus amigos, para que, abrazándote, yo 
también pueda ser un compañero de todos los que 
encuentre en el camino. Concédeme, Señor, que 

aquellos que me encuentren puedan encontrarte a ti, 
incluso a través de mis limitaciones y debilidades”. Al 
rezar con estas palabras, nuestro diálogo continuará 
cada vez que miremos al Señor crucificado, porque 
nuestros corazones estarán unidos en Él. Cada vez 

que adoremos a Cristo en la Eucaristía, nuestros 
corazones se unirán en Él. Por último, mi oración por 

ustedes es que perseveren en la fe, con gozo y 
valentía.Y podemos decir: “Gracias Jesús por 

amarnos”. “Gracias Jesús por habernos llamado”. 
“Quédate con nosotros Señor”.  

Vigilia del Jubileo, sabado 2 de Agosto de 2025 


