
 a great hope in death 
 The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed - November 2, 2025 

               
Human beings have always cared for their dead and sought to give them a sort of second life through 
attention, care and affection. In a way, we want to preserve their experience of life; and, 
paradoxically, by looking at their graves, before which countless memories return, we discover how 
they lived, what they loved, what they feared, what they hoped for and what they hated. They are 
almost a mirror of their world. 

Why is this so? Because, despite the fact that death is an almost forbidden subject in our society and 
that there is a continuous attempt to banish the thought of it from our minds, death touches each of 
us, it touches mankind of every age and every place. And before this mystery we all, even 
unconsciously, search for something to give us hope, a sign that might bring us consolation, open up 
some horizon, offer us a future once more. The road to death, in reality, is a way of hope and it 
passes through our cemeteries, just as can be read on the tombstones and fulfills a journey marked 
by the hope of eternity. 

Yet, we wonder, why do we feel fear before death? Why has humanity, for the most part, never 
resigned itself to the belief that beyond life there is simply nothing? I would say that there are 
multiple answers: we are afraid of death because we are afraid of that nothingness, of leaving this 
world for something we don’t know, something unknown to us. And, then, there is a sense of 
rejection in us because we cannot accept that all that is beautiful and great, realized during a lifetime, 
should be suddenly erased, should fall into the abyss of nothingness. Above all, we feel that love calls 
and asks for eternity and it is impossible to accept that it is destroyed by death in an instant. 

Furthermore, we fear in the face of death because, when we find ourselves approaching the end of 
our lives, there is a perception that our actions will be judged, the way in which we have lived our 
lives, above all, those moments of darkness which we often skillfully remove or try to remove from 
our conscience. I would say that precisely the question of judgment often underlies man of all time’s 
concern for the dead, the attention paid to the people who were important to him and are no longer 
with him on the journey through earthly life. In a certain sense the gestures of affection and love 
which surround the deceased are a way to protect him in the conviction that they will have an effect 
on the judgment. This we can gather from the majority of cultures that characterize the history of 
man. 

Today the world has become, at least in appearance, much more rational, or rather, there is a more 
widespread tendency to think that every reality ought to be tackled with the criteria of experimental 
science, and that the great questions about death ought to be answered not so much with faith as 
with empirical, provable knowledge. It is not sufficiently taken into account, however, that precisely in 
this way one is doomed to fall into forms of spiritism, in an attempt to have some kind of contact with 
the world beyond, almost imagining it to be a reality that, ultimately, is a copy of the present one. 

Dear friends, the Solemnity of All Saints and the Commemoration of all the faithful departed tells us 
that only those who can recognize a great hope in death, can live a life based on hope. If we reduce 
man exclusively to his horizontal dimension, to that which can be perceived empirically, life itself loses 
its profound meaning. Man needs eternity for every other hope is too brief, too limited for him. Man 
can be explained only if there is a Love which overcomes every isolation, even that of death, in a 
totality which also transcends time and space. Man can be explained, he finds his deepest meaning, 
only if there is God. And we know that God left his distance for us and made himself close. He entered 
into our life and tells us: “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though he die, 
yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die” (Jn 11:25-26).  
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ENGLISH MASS SCHEDULE  
            

 

Saturday, November 1          5:00 PM  
 
   
Sunday, November 2        9:00 AM  
 For All Parishioners Living & Deceased 

 
Tuesday, November 4   11:00 AM  
  

Wednesday, November 5   11:00 AM  
  

Thursday, November 6   11:00 AM  
 

Friday, November 7    11:00 AM 
 

 

Saturday, November 8          5:00 PM  
 +Deceased Members of Yutronkie and Dombroskie Families 
 

Sunday, November 9        9:00 AM  
 For All Parishioners Living & Deceased 

MISAS EN ESPAÑOL 
     

Sabado 1 de Noviembre          7:00 PM  
 +Marvin Castillo 

Domingo 2 de Noviembre         11:00 AM & 1:00 PM 
 Por la Comunidad Parroquial  
 

Martes 4 de Noviembre        12:00 PM 
 +Marvin Castillo +Mauricio Rivas, Virgilio Rivas y Orlando Rivas 
 

Miercoles 5 de Noviembre         12:00 PM 
 +Miguel Alvarado 

 

Jueves 6 de Noviembre       12:00 PM 
  

Viernes 7 de Noviembre      12:00 PM 

Sabado 8 de Noviembre          7:00 PM
 +Pedro Antonio Molina 
 

Domingo 9 de Noviembre          11:00 AM & 1:00 PM 
 Por la Comunidad Parroquial  

Donation Drive for Sanguen Health Centre/Sanguen Community Health Van 
St John’s Catholic Women’s League is collecting donations for Sanguen Health Centre/Sanguen 
Community Health Van, an organization dedicated to providing compassionate care and support to 
those suffering, due to substance use, mental health challenges, homelessness, and chronic poverty. 
New Items only. Blankets and sleeping bags, coats, gloves, socks, underwear, personal hygiene 
products (toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, feminine pads). Items can be dropped off in the narthex, the 
weekend of November November 8/9. For more information, please contact  <wendebedirian@gmail.com> 

Mil gracias por su generoso apoyo con el 
proyecto Dona una silla a tu iglesia. 
Con la ayuda de muchos miembros de 
la comunidad, ya tenemos nuevas sillas 
y los dollies para almacenarlas.  
Que Dios siga siendo generoso con cada 
uno de ustedes y sus familias. 

Thank you for your support and 
generosity to the Take a Seat project! 
With the donations of so many members 
of our community, we already have new 
chairs and dollies to store them.  
May God, rich in mercy, bless each one 
of you and your families.  

First Friday of the Month, November 7
th
 Eucharistic Adoration will start at 10am,  

concluding with Benediction before the 11am Mass.  

Viernes Primero del Mes (7 de noviembre): El Santísimo Sacramento se expondrá para 
adoración silenciosa después de la Misa de 12:00 pm hasta las 2:00 pm  

y nuevamente de 5 a 7p.m.  
  

A las 6 de la tarde se tendrá una Hora Santa,  
que concluirá con la Bendición con el Santísimo a las 7pm.  

 

Mientras el Santísimo esté expuesto, se ofrecerá el sacramento de Reconciliación. 

La preparación en español para el sacramento de la Primera Comunión para niños 

comenzará el próximo domingo 9 de noviembre a las 12PM en el salón parroquial. Escribir a la 
oficina parroquial a oficina@parroquiaguadalupe.ca para registrarse.  

mailto:oficina@parroquiaguadalupe.ca

