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GOD ALWAYS PRECEDES US

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - OCTOBER 25, 2026

Today’s Gospel speaks to us about the greatest of the commandments (cf. Mt 22:34-40). A doctor of
the law questions Jesus about this and He responds with the “great commandment of love”: “You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind” and “your
neighbour as yourself” (vv. 37, 39). Love of God and neighbour are inseparable from each other. Let us
pause a bit to reflect on this.

The first one, the fact that love for the Lord comes first, reminds us that God always precedes us, he
anticipates us with his infinite tenderness (cf. 1 Jn 4:19), with his closeness, with his mercy, for he is
always near, tender and merciful. Babies learn to love on their mother’s and father’s knees, and we do
so in God’s arms. The Psalm says, “Like a weaned child in their mother’s arms” (cf. 131:2). This is how
we should feel in God’s arms. And there, we absorb the Lord’s affection. There, we encounter the love
that impels us to give ourselves generously. Saint Paul recalls this when he says that Christ’s charity
possesses a power that propels toward loving (cf. 2 Cor 5:14). And everything originates in him. You
cannot truly love others if you do not have this root, which is God’s love, Jesus’ love.

And now the second aspect that emerges from the commandment of love. It connects love of God to
love of neighbour: it means that by loving our brothers and sisters, we reflect the Father’s love like
mirrors. To reflect God's love, this is the point — to love he whom we do not see through the brother/
sister we do see (cf. 1 Jn 4:20). One day, Saint Teresa of Calcutta replied to a journalist who had asked
her if she had illusions about changing the world through what she was doing: "I never thought I could
change the world! I only wanted to be a drop of clean water, through which God’s love could shine”
(Meeting with journalists after receiving the Nobel Peace Prize, Rome, 1979). This is how she, who was
so little, was able to do so much good — by reflecting God'’s love like a drop [of water]. And if while
looking at her and other saints, we might sometimes be tempted to think that they are inimitable
heroes, let us think again about this small drop: love is a drop that can change many things. And how
can this be done? Taking the first step, always. Sometimes it is not easy to take the first step, to forget
things..., to take the first step. Let’s do that! This is the drop: to take the first step.

So, dear brothers and sisters, thinking about God’s love that always precedes us, we can ask ourselves:
Am I grateful to the Lord, who loves me first? Do I feel God’s love and am I grateful to him? And do I
try to reflect his love? Do I strive to love my brothers and sisters, to take this second step? May the
Virgin Mary help us live the great commandment of love in our daily life: to love and to allow God to
love us, and to love our brothers and sisters.

POPE FRANCIS — October 29, 2023



Upcoming Meeting Reminder: The Catholic Women's League will be having our next
general meeting in the church hall on October 27th at 7pm. If you are able, please bring
a wrap gift $10 and under for our St. Vincent de Paul auction. Newcomers are always
welcome.

On Monday, November 2, The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed, there

will be celebrated a Mass at 11:00 AM.

ENGLISH SCHEDULE
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saturday, October 24 5:00 PM
+Gerard Hennessey
Sunday, October 25 9:00 AM

For All Parishioners Living & Deceased

Tuesday, October 27 11:00

For the intentions of Don & Sharon Flynn

Wednesday, October 28 NO MASS
St. Simon & St. Jude

Thursday, October 29 11:00 AM

For the Intentions of Charlotte Ros

Friday, October 30 11:00 AM

Solemnity of All Saints
Saturday, October 31 5:00 PM

+Deceased members of the Morabito and Scarfone Families
Sunday, November 1 9:00 AM
For All Parishioners Living & Deceased
The Commemoration of
All the Faithful Departed

Monday, November 2 11:00 AM
+For all The Faithful Departed

HORARIOS EN ESPANOL

XXX Domingo Ordinario

Sabado 24 de octubre 7:00 PM

Domingo 25 de octubre 11:00 AM & 1:00 PM
Por la Comunidad Parroquial

Martes 27 de octubre 12:00 PM

+Maria Celina Ramos

Miércoles 28 de octubre NO HAY MISA
Santos Simén y Judas

Jueves 29 de octubre 12:00 PM

Viernes 30 de octubre 12:00 PM

Solemnidad de Todos los Santos
Sabado 31 de octubre 7:00 PM

Domingo 1 de noviembre 11:00 AM & 1:00 PM
Por la Comunidad Parroquial

Conmemoracion de
Todos los Fieles Difuntos

Lunes 2 de noviembre 12:00 PM & 7:00 PM

+Por todos los difuntos

AFTER WORLD MISSION SUNDAY—The mission continues: “Mission to love”
Jesus names the whole Law: love God with all your heart, and love your neighbour as
yourself (Mt 22:34-40). Pope Leo XIV says the same of mission: it is the proclamation, living,
and sharing of God’s faithful love. Last Sunday we prayed and gave with the universal
Church. This Sunday we take that offering home: welcome the stranger, reconcile a
division, speak of Christ with gentleness. The collection has been taken; the mission has not
ended. Mary, Queen of Missions, make us instruments of peace.

WALK WITH JESUS — A RETREAT DAY FOR PARENTS WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED

THE DEATH OF A CHILD: The loss of a child is a most challenging event in the life of any
parent. This grief is acute and challenging. The Diocese of Hamilton invites you to join us for this
educational and healing day. Whether the loss is recent or some time ago, we know this day wiill
help to restore your inner peace. The retreat will be offered from 9 am to 4 pm on Saturday,
November 7" at St. Catherine of Siena Parish in Hamilton. The $20 fee includes lunch.
Registration is required so we can plan for handouts and food. You can register on the Diocesan
home page at hamiltondiocese.com under upcoming events (look for the retreat date), or by
calling the office at 905-528-7988 ext. 2249.




